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How To Read Tablature
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     Tablature is a simple diagram of the Baritone ukulele fretboard.  The lines in tablature represent each string. 
The number on the string indicates the fret that is played on that string to sound the note written on the staff. In 
the example above, the fi rst measure of the staff contains four E notes. The tablature example below the staff 
indicates the position of the E notes. Play the fi rst string 0 (0 = open, do not fi nger any fret) four times. The bar 
lines that separate the measures of the tablature correspond with the bar lines on the music staff. The second 
measure contains four F notes found on the fi rst string, at the fi rst fret, played four times. The third measure is 
four G notes, found on the fi rst string, at the third fret, played four times.  Tablature is not a substitute for the 
staff. It is a diagram (map) to locate notes on the  Baritone ukulele fretboard.
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Chord Diagrams C and G7

Chords are used for rhythm and accompaniment to the melody either with someone singing or playing the 
melody and/or lead.
In order to play a chord, place your fi ngers as indiciated on the chord diagram. The strings are the vertical lines 
and the frets are the horizontal lines. The circles with numbers indicate the position of the left hand fi ngers. 
Place fi ngers fi rmly on the fret to produce a clear sound. Do not place fi ngers directly on top of the fret. Open 
strings are represented by the circles below the string numbers.

Rhythm All Strings are Played!

Nut

Strings    4            3            2           1

Fret 1

Fret 2

Fret 3

Fret 4

1

2

Nut

Strings    4            3           2            1

Fret 1

Fret 2

Fret 3

Fret 4

1

C Chord

G7 Chord

Practice Until Perfect!

Strum Patterns Downward strum (U)
Upward Strum (u)

C U U U U U U U U U U U U U U U

Count  1  2   3   4 1   2   3   4 1   2   3   4 1   2   3   4

C U u U U     U U u U U     U U u U U     U U u U U

Count  1  2  &   3   4    1  2   &  3   4      1   2  &  3   4       1  2  &  3   4

C Chord Exercises

Practice Until Perfect!

Strum Patterns Downward strum (U)
Upward Strum (u)

C U U U U U U U U U U U U U U U

Count  1  2   3   4 1   2   3   4 1   2   3   4 1   2   3   4

C U u U U     U U u U U     U U u U U     U U u U U

Count  1  2  &   3   4    1  2   &  3   4      1   2  &  3   4       1  2  &  3   4

G7 Chord Exercises
G7

G7

Practice switching from a C chord to a G7 Chord.
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Three Blind Mice

Anonymous

Practice strumming the C chord and singing this song. Use the tablature to play the melody on the fi rst and 
second strings. On the fi rst string at the fi fth fret is the A note, at the seventh fret is the B note and at the eighth 
fret is the C note.
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Row, Row, Row Your Boat

Traditional

Practice strumming the chords and singing this song. Use the tablature to play the melody on the fi rst and 
second strings. On the fi rst string at the eighth fret is the C note.
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Skip To My Lou

Traditional

Practice strumming the chords and singing this song. Use the tablature to play the melody on the fi rst and 
second strings.
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Practice strumming the chords and singing this song. Use the tablature to play the melody on the fi rst and 
second strings.
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